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Pastoral Musings
from Carol Tomer

How good, Lord, to be here!  Yet we may not remain;
But since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.

I remember my mother, a lover of hymns, singing this on our walks along the ocean shore over 
the years.  It’s one of our rich hymns for Transfiguration Sunday, the last Sunday in the season of Epiph-
any, that moves us toward Lent, the Sunday that begins February this year.  It’s a prayer in the spirit of 
Peter, James, and John, who had a mountaintop experience seeing Jesus transfigured, in the gospel story 
that shapes our Transfiguration Sunday worship, the story of their desire to stay up there in that moun-
taintop experience forever, a story that mirrors our own natural tendency to want to hold on to various 
wonderful seasons of our lives.

It was two days before Epiphany when my mother’s doctor in Illinois said it would be best if she 
didn’t live alone anymore.  That very day (!!!), a senior apartment that she’d been waiting for opened up 
(almost faster than we could pray our hopes!).  And so, the process has begun, of helping my mother move 
out of her home of over 36 years.  As so many of you know, it is a process filled with challenges, loss, hard 
work, review of memories, letting go, and opening our hearts to new seasons ahead.  I have become a 
regular plane passenger between Chicago and St. Paul, and I have such gratitude for the supportive folks 
on both ends of this process – loved ones, professionals, Pilgrim folk, and God’s abiding sustenance – for 
it surely takes a village on earth and the hosts of heaven to navigate certain journeys, some being the kind 
we only do once in a lifetime.  As with the disciples on the transfiguration mount, God bids us go onward 
with faith and promises to come with us.  

And I have been so mindful in these days of so many of the journeys and challenges that are shap-
ing your Pilgrim personal lives in this season – loss of a baby, loss of a job, issues of medical ethics 
brought close, approaches to fertility, guilt over past decisions, organ donation, how we move in and out 
of the lives of loved ones, relationship challenges, vocational discernment, health concerns, aging and its 
losses and gifts.  Please know that you are surrounded and held by this Pilgrim village and by the God who 
is Wisdom, Word, and the very Breath of Life.  In each of the seasons of our lives – personal, shared, civic, 
global -- we know that there are places we cannot remain and there are journeys that were clearly unbid-
den and unimagined.  But as we travel on, opening ourselves to all that is yet to come, there is One who is 
leading, guiding, supporting and present with us every day – working in us, through us, through others, 
and in ways beyond our knowing – enabling us to pilgrim forward with faith, hope, and trust.

We will journey soon into the 40 days of Lent, where we will explore the biblical and holy terrain 
of Jesus’ wilderness and our own, and the gift of baptismal renewal, exploring what it means to be “simply 
bound, simply washed,” and held forever in God’s forgiving and loving arms of grace.

And we will travel well, dear Pilgrims.
Pastor Carol

Pastoral Musings
 from Wayne Weissenbuehler

Leaning into Lent: Living Our Baptism – Try a Tithe

            “What are you giving this year for Lent?”
            “Don’t you mean, ‘What are you giving up this year for Lent?’”
“No!   That is a negative way of viewing Lent.  This year we want to give something, which is do something 
positive to honor the spirit of the Lenten season.  We want to challenge ourselves to ‘Try a Tithe.’”
            Let me explain.  Lent is the time we are called to prepare for Easter by following some of the his-
toric disciplines of Lent so to be ready for the renewal that God would bring us in the celebration of the 
resurrection.  In the ancient church Lent was the 40 day period leading up to Easter during which the 
catechumens were prepared for baptism at the Easter Vigil.  In years gone by it was customary for Chris-
tians to practice a form of self-denial during to make us more aware and appreciative of what Christ gave 
up for us all in his suffering and death that all the world might be saved.  It was to be a time of spiritual 
renewal in preparation for Easter.  This year, inspired by something the Episcopal Church is practicing, 
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the Vestry has decided that we should challenge ourselves to deep spiritual transformation by trying a
tithe.  We will commit to tithing for three months beginning during Lent, 2008. Since most of us will not 
be preparing for baptism we will be seeking to faithfully live out our baptism in ways that honor Jesus 
Christ and lead us to make a difference in the lives of people for good.  So we will, “Lean into Lent.” You 
will receive a letter detailing this plan.  But let me now flesh it out a bit.
            The three classic disciplines of Lent are almsgiving, (the giving of money to the needs of people in 
the name of Christ) acts of love, and prayer.  The tithing of our financial resources is pretty straight for-
ward and well known. Some of us are already tithing our income to the Lord, or growing beyond that.  We 
want to offer this additional challenge.  During this three month period of time, tithe or give ten percent 
more of your time and energy to specific acts of love for people in need.  Volunteer ten percent more time 
to visiting shut-ins, or helping out a family with small children or an illness in the family, or spending 
time with someone who is lonely and alone.  You get the idea.  The possibilities are endless.  All that is 
needed is our decision to do it.
            Imagine the difference in the lives of others and in your own life if you spend ten percent more time 
in intercessory prayer for the needs of specific people and causes in a way that will please God.  As a part 
of this discipline, commit to a time of serious bible study that is offered here at Pilgrim and elsewhere.  I 
will be doing a special forum on February 24 on prayer which will not only be talking about prayer but 
actually engaging in it as we wrestle with the issues of “unanswered prayer” and the question of why pray 
at all?  Doesn’t this sound exciting?
            We will encourage you to make note of what you are experiencing and to reflect on it by writing 
down your thoughts.  This could even be a mild form of journaling.  We will plan to have a celebration at 
the end of  these three months to bring all of us together who have taken on this challenge in any or all of 
the three forms suggested.  Here we will be encouraged to share with each other our own personal pil-
grimages during this period of time.  Who knows?!  We might be so enlivened by this experience that we 
won’t want to quit!  Wouldn’t that be something to celebrate?
            As I said earlier, our members will receive a letter with more detail about the “Try a Tithe” spiritual 
growth proposal.  If we give up anything this coming Lent it ought to be an undisciplined spiritual life.
Let us “Lean into Lent” with all we have.  Your pastors and the Vestry will be praying for you.

Pastor Wayne

Pilgrim Themes for Lent, Easter, and Pentecost
Thanks to all who joined together in seasonal worship planning to reflect on these seasons’ themes and 
scripture, to shape these themes, and come to worship to enter more fully into the rituals and images and 
grace of all of these holy days. 

Lent:  “Simply Bound, Simply Washed”
Easter:  “Fully Risen, Fully Forgiven”
Pentecost:  “Spirit Filled, Spirit Sent”

Get Ready for the Earliest Lent and Easter of Your Life!
Easter is very early this year. It will be celebrated on March 23, the earliest date for Easter that 

most of us will ever experience. The last time it was that early was 1913 and it won’t fall on March 23 
again until 2160.  It is possible for it to be even one day earlier, on March 22, but that hasn’t happened 
since 1818 and won’t happen again until 2285.  So unless you were around in 1913 or you live to be as old 
as Methuselah, this is it: the earliest Easter of your lifetime!  An early Easter means the beginning of Lent 
is also early; Ash Wednesday is February 6, just one month after the first day of Epiphany.  Lent is always 
a season that lasts 40 days, plus Sundays.

Why is it that the date of Easter bounces around so much? The date is calculated based on both 
the lunar and the solar calendar in order to align it as closely as possible to the Jewish Passover, which is 
dated according to the Hebrew lunisolar calendar.  Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon 
on or after March 21, the assumed date of the Vernal Equinox. (The astronomical equinox often occurs on 
the 20th, but the “ecclesiastical equinox” on the 21st is always used for this calculation.) This means that 
Easter must fall between March 22 and April 25, inclusive.
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February Sundays at Pilgrim
Worship at 8:30 & 11 am

February 3 – Transfiguration Sunday, Holy Communion, Burying of the Alleluias (as we prepare for 
Lent),  The Rev. Dr. Steven Haggmark, Pilgrim’s Theologian-in-Residence, preaching   

Following 11 am Worship:   Community Meal and Intergenerational Nordic Dance.  Everyone is invited to 
enjoy soup, bread, salad and cookies prepared by Judah Nataf of “Saint Martin’s Table”.  A free-will of-
fering will be received.  Then stay for a half-hour of intergenerational and easy-to-learn Scandinavian 
party dances and the            Hardanger fiddle concert at 2 pm.

February 10 – First Sunday in Lent, Point for Pilgrims, Pastor Wayne       
      Weissenbuehler preaching
Following 11 am Worship: 20/30’s lunch gathering at the Groveland Tap

February 17 – Second Sunday in Lent, Holy Communion, Pastor Carol 
      Tomer preaching
Following 11 am Worship:  Sunday Dinner and Book Discussion: God and Empire by John Dominic 

Crossan, led by Paul Hardt – gather at the St. Clair Broiler, in the back room.    (Part 2 of this discus-
sion will be on March 2, after the 11 am service)

February 24 – Third Sunday in Lent, Point for Pilgrims, Pastor Wayne 
      Weissenbuehler preaching

Lenten Midweek Worship
As is our annual tradition, for our midweek Lenten worship this year, we will join together with our 
neighbors – from Immanuel Lutheran as well as Macalester-Plymouth United Church.  As we did last 
year, we will share in Ash Wednesday evening worship with Immanuel. 

Ash Wednesday
 Daytime worship at Pilgrim, Feb. 6, noon – Pastor Wayne        Weissenbuehler of Pilgrim preaching
 Evening worship at Pilgrim, Feb. 6, 7:00 pm – Pastor Wayne Weissenbuehler of Pilgrim preaching 

with special music by the shared choirs of the congregations partnering in this worship service 

Wednesdays in Lent… 6pm Soup Supper – 6:46pm Worship*
*Note the creative starting time, suggested by our partner churches, to provide an earlier, more 
family-friendly worship time.

Walking in the Samaritan’s Footsteps
Journalist and Author Jim Klobuchar, Preacher

February 13 – (at Mac-Plymouth) Coming to Grips with the Truth of Who We Are
February 20 – (at Immanuel) How Do We Feel about a Beggar on the Street Corner?
February 27 – (at Pilgrim) When We Choose Which Neighbors to Love as Ourselves
March 5 – (at Immanuel) The Times when Hungry People Inspire Us
March 12 – (at Pilgrim) Remembering the God Within Us

Soup suppers will be served at Pilgrim on Wednesday, February 27, and March 12. Watch for the 
sign-up sheet on the church office door in early February to sign up to bring soup.
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Music Notes   

Forum Schedule for February
Our Sunday morning forums begin at 9:45 am and conclude by 

10:45 am.  We meet in the Upstairs Community Room (UCR)

Feb. 3 – “Visions for Pilgrim’s 2008 Ministry & Mission Plan” – Come and hear staff and lay lead-
ers share their excitement about the year ahead, as we review the proposed budget for 2008.

Feb. 10 – Congregational Meeting, in the sanctuary
Feb. 17 –  “The Season of Lent in History, Tradition, Worship, Spiritual Practice, and Art” –

Come and learn more about Lent, as our staff and artistic lay leaders share about this sacred season.  We will 
also reflect on our Lenten theme this year, “Simply Bound, Simply Washed.”  And we will listen to stories of 
Lent’s meaning in your lives.

Feb. 24 –“I Cried to the Lord, and Got No Answer!” – The       challenge of unanswered prayer will 
be a central component of this forum.  This will be a discussion of prayer, its meaning, purpose, and place in 
our spiritual lives.  We will honestly face the questions concerning prayer such as, “Does it do any good to 
pray?”  “To whom are we talking, anybody?”  “Does prayer change anything but the one praying?”  We will 
also discuss the various kinds of prayer and maybe even do some praying instead of just talking about it.  All 
questions and challenges are welcome.

Sing with Pilgrim senior choir during Lent (and Easter, too!)
This Lenten season, the Senior Choir invites all Pilgrims (8th grade–adult) who like to sing, and who long 
for a deeper participation in the music and mystery of our Lenten worship, to come and sing with them on 
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings in February and March.  We are again joining forces with the 
choir of Immanuel Lutheran Church for musical offerings on Ash Wednesday (“Behold, the Lamb of God” 
from Messiah) and Good Friday (Cantata #12 by J. S. Bach, with orchestra), as well as preparing exciting 
music of our own for the Sundays in Lent and for Easter. 
Rehearsals during Lent are set for Wednesday nights from   approximately 7:40 to 8:45 
(directly following our midweek Lenten services) beginning on February 6. Please contact 
music director Ralph Johnson (call 651-699-6886, ext. 20, or send an email to 
rjohnson@pilgrimstpaul.org) for more information.
Lent is a rich and deeply meaningful season for the church, with much wonderful music to enhance the 
dramatic story of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Here is a chance for you to enter more deeply into the ex-
perience of this holy time, and to add depth to the worship life of the whole       Pilgrim community. Please 
join us!

Karen Solgård, Hardanger fiddler 
at Pilgrim

On Feb. 3 after the community meal following 11 am worship , you 
are invited to a half-hour of intergenerational and easy-to-
learn Scandinavian party dances and a brief demonstration of 
Norwegian folk music, led by Karen Solgård, Hardanger fiddler.

Then at 2 pm , in the sanctuary, Karen will present a program of 
Hardanger fiddle tunes, stories and songs.  She brings the audi-
ence into the local cultural experience of rural mountain music 
from Norway, shares stories and music from growing up on a farm 
in northwestern Minnesota, and makes the connections to Scandi-
navian-American life.  Hear samples of her music at 
www.cdbaby.com/all/karensolgard .    Freewill offering.
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February Choir Schedule

Hymn of the Month: Wade in the Water (ELW 459)
Pilgrim’s worship theme for this Lenten season is SIMPLY BOUND, SIMPLY WASHED — a rich theme 
that resonates in many ways as we again prepare to make our Lenten journey.  February’s Hymn of the 
Month has been chosen for its own resonance to this theme.  “Wade in the Water” is a well-known Afri-
can-American spiritual which refers to Israel’s escape from Pharaoh’s army through the Red Sea, as found 
in Exodus, chapter 14.  Like most African-American spirituals, however, it had an additional meaning for 
those who first sang it: it was originally sung to encourage runaway slaves to walk in the water (instead of 
on the land) in order to avoid dogs and trackers in their journeys north.  In common to both understand-
ings of the song is the use of water as a means of escaping bondage, which may also be seen as a reflection 
of our understanding of baptism — we are “simply bound” to sin, but in baptism we are “simply washed” 
free of that bondage to live new lives as children of God in Jesus Christ. 

Saint Clair Sunday Evenings
Worship, Music, and Arts ~ 6:51 pm Sundays

Celtic Contemplative Worship
2008-2008 theme is Exile & Return:  

One People Gathering on God’s Earth

February 10: Soul of Earth, Sanctify Me
March 9: Christ in Mouth of Friend and Stranger
April 13: I Who Have Died Am Alive Again Today

Nordic Contemplative Evening Prayer
2008-2008 theme is Exile & Return:

 Held in the Embrace of God
February 24: Alt Som Er Kommer Igjen: 

Everything that Is Comes Again
April 27: Choose to Bless the World

The Pilgrim Veritas Project: 
Meaning, Truth, and the World’s Religions

Upcoming 5:30 pm Sunday Night Forums, led by The Rev. Dr. Steven Haggmark, Pilgrim’s Theologian-
in-Residence for 2007-2008

Feb. 10 – Can I Be Spiritual, But Not Religious?
Feb. 24 – Double Belonging: Can I Be Authentically Both Christian and Buddhist?
March 9 – Freedom and Religions: Human Rights, Feminism, and Democracy
April 13 – The Great Question of Suffering
April 27 – Sharing Riches: Why Export Faith? And What Does Evangelism Mean Anymore, Anyway? 

February 3 8:30
11:00

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

February 6 
(Ash Wednesday)

6:15 pm
7:00 pm

Senior Choir /Immanuel rehearsal
Worship (Pilgrim)

February 10 8:30 Senior Choir
February 17 8:30

11:00
Senior Choir
Junior Choir

February 24 11:00 Senior Choir
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Feast of St. Brigid Celebration
In partnership with Wisdom Ways

Friday, February 15, 2008
6:30 pm – Presentation by folklorist and               spirituality scholar Padri-

gain Clancy

7:30 pm – Celtic Contemplative Worship Service

Education, Service & Fellowship
Daytime Text Study

Each Tuesday at 1:30 pm, Pilgrims gather in the Fireside Room for a lectionary Bible study with Pastor 
Wayne.  As we read and ponder the scripture together, relationships are formed and strengthened, wis-
dom is shared, and we are renewed as the people of God.  The Text Study is open to all – no experience 
necessary.

Book Discussion
Gather for good discussion and lunch after Sunday morning worship.  Here are details:  The book is: God 
and Empire by John Dominic Crossan.   Crossan is one of today's most popular writers on the early 
church.  In God and Empire, he lays out two roads to peace: "Peace through Victory," the Roman Empire's 
approach to peace (Pax Romana), and "Peace through Justice," Jesus' radical counter to the Romans. 
Through a fascinating examination of Roman customs and religion,  Crossan challenges us in America to 
apply, in our time, the early church's message to the Romans.  The group facilitator will be Pilgrim mem-
ber Paul Hardt.  We will meet in "The Library" at the St. Clair Broiler on Sunday, Feb. 17, and Sunday, 
March 2, after 11 am worship and coffee. Copies of the book will be available for purchase at 
church.

Sunday Lunch Gathering for 20’s/30’s-Somethings
Come to a 20’s/30’s Sunday lunch gathering at the Groveland Tap, down the street from Pilgrim, on 
Sunday, Feb. 10, after 11 am worship.  Come and get to know some of your fellow Pilgrims.  We’ll 
also be talking about possibilities for future 20’s/30’s Pilgrim gatherings.

Deco-Fixit
IT TAKES A WHOLE CONGREGATION TO CARE FOR ITS BUILDING
Periodically, we have opportunities to come together to care for our Pilgrim building.  These work times 
usually go by the name of “Deco-fixit.”   Come and lend a hand; you don’t need special expertise.  Bring 
your spirit of care for the beautiful church that is ours to share – and you’ll be given a chance to help, to 
laugh, to meet new people, and to be a part of sustaining the gift of Pilgrim and its building for genera-
tions to come – and for the season to come! Please watch bulletins and newsletters for announcements 
with a specific date and time.

Next Vestry Meeting:
Tuesday, February 12 at 7 pm

Committee Night:   Tuesday, February 19
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“Nurturing Faith” by Cassie Nault
It’s hard to believe, but this month we are beginning the season of Lent!
This issue’s article focuses on family practices and rituals for this season.  Enjoy!    Peace, Cassie

A father was pushing two little girls on swings across the street from a church. As one pointed out the 
cross on the top of the church, she said, "Daddy, why does Jesus have to keep dying on the cross every 
year.  Before the father could answer, the other little girl said, "Until everyone knows why he did it."
The father honored her comment as he gently explained how God's people gather to understand and 
appreciate what Jesus did so long ago.

�x Put a budding branch in water and watch it come to life.  Talk about the cycle of life as a miracle God 
provides.

�x Arrange six purple candles in the shape of a cross to observe the six weeks of Lent.  Extinguish one 
candle a week to symbolize Good    Friday's approach; relight all of the candles on Easter.

�x Read segments of Luke 22:1-24,49 throughout the days of Lent and help your children build a time 
line of the events in Jesus' life leading through Holy Week to Easter.

�x As you eat a meal together talk about Jesus' Last Supper with his disciples. Make the connection to 
communion practices in your    congregation and share why it is meaningful for you to gather as a 
family around the Lord's Table.

�x Provide a blank book with paper entitled, "Just To Think of the Cross..." for your family to draw pic-
tures of Jesus and the events of his life and write any thoughts or questions they might have about Je-
sus and their relationship to him.  Join together occasionally to consider its contents.

�x View a video about the life of Jesus and talk about its meaning      together.
�x On Good Friday, place a wooden cross on your kitchen table and cover it with a dark cloth to symbol-

ize sadness as you explain that this is the day we remember Jesus dying on the cross for our sins. 
Place a white cloth over the cross on Easter to celebrate new life.

�x Draw a large cross on your bathroom mirror. Write the words "Jesus loves you and came to give us 
fresh new starts."

�x Cut a cross out of a soap bar to use for bathing on Good Friday as a reminder that your sins are 
washed clean through Christ's death and resurrection.

Copyright © 1999 by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 8765 W.
Higgins Road, Chicago, IL 60631. 800/638-3522.  Produced by Christian Education of the Division for Congregational Ministries.

Nursery Open for Celtic & Nordic Services
Thanks to an Endowment Fund Grant, starting this month the Nursery will also be open during our Celtic 
& Nordic Worship Services from 6:30pm-8pm.   

Noah’s Ark nursery is located on the lower level, in the Northwest      Corner of the building.  The nursery 
is also open during our morning worship times, from 8:15am-12:15pm.  You are welcome to visit the 
nursery to meet our nursery attendants: Abbie, James, Kelsang, Lindie, and Susanna.

     Children’s Education Meeting
There will be a Children’s Education Meeting on        Wednesday, February 20, 7:30 pm -
8:30 pm, in the Fireside Room.  Please join us to discuss and plan upcoming events such as 
Vacation Bible School.  Childcare will be provided.

February  Parents´ Sabbath
Enjoy complimentary childcare on Friday, February 15th at 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm right here at Pilgrim 
in Noah’s Ark Nursery.  To reserve your spot, please sign up on the clipboard in the nursery.  There will be 
no meal provided at this event, so please make sure to feed your little ones dinner before arriving at Pil-
grim.  Please contact Cassandra Nault through the church office if you have any questions.
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Youth
 Confirmation classes do not meet during Lent-- plan to attend the Wednesday suppers and wor-

ship services instead!
 Sunday Night Youth Group continues on the 1st and 3rd Sundays this month! Grab your friends 

and come over for dinner at 5:30,    followed by a different activity each meeting.  On February 3, it’s 
time to spruce up the Youth Room, so wear your grubbies! February 17’s activity will be announced in 
February bulletins and posted in the Youth Room.

 The 'Souper' Bowl of Caring on Sunday, February 3.  This  nationwide effort generated over 
$8.1 million dollars last year, and Pilgrim played a role!  Pilgrim Youth & their friends have posted 
hunger-related facts around the church building to increase our awareness on the issues surrounding 
both local and global hunger.  We hope this will encourage you to be generous in your Souper Bowl 
gift on Feb. 3!  Donations of money and food will be received;      however, food shelves can purchase 
more per dollar than we as      individuals can, and for this reason, your financial gifts are especially
encouraged. Thank you for taking part in this year’s Souper Bowl!

Summer Camp 2008!
Even with the recent subzero temperatures, we know it’s time to start thinking SUMMER CAMP.  There 
are several outdoor ministries of the ELCA in our area to choose from. What follows are programs at two 
of our camps, Luther Park, near Danbury, WI, for those who prefer to stay closer to home, and Camps 
Vermilion (Cook) and Hiawatha (Grand   Rapids), for those who seeking more of a “Northwoods” experi-
ence. 

Grades 1-6, Luther Park, June 29-July 2, “Snoopers” session - a shorter session especially for first-
time campers
Grades 3-6, Luther Park, July 20-25
Jr. High Youth, Camp Vermilion, June 22-28 
Sr. High Youth, Boundary Waters canoe trip through Camp       Vermilion, June 22-28 (Jr. and Sr. 
High Youth will travel to & from Camp Vermilion together) 
Family Camp at Camp Hiawatha, August 3-8

Brochures with camp information, as well as registration forms, are available in the narthex.  Contact 
Cassie Nault or Daphne Hoff with any questions.

Around Pilgrim
Worship Team update

A new Worship Team Booklet will be in your boxes soon.  We have    completed several rotations of the 
worship team cycles, and based on feedback from group leaders and participants, we feel that it's time to 
make a few revisions and improvements.  The number of groups has been       reduced from seven to six, 
so double check to see if you're in the same group or your group leader has changed.  Worship team re-
sponsibilities have also been streamlined, making scheduling a little simpler.  Thanks in advance for your 
continued participation and enthusiasm.  Look for new booklets sometime in February.  Questions can be 
directed to Lynda Hirschboeck, Mary Lundberg, Lisa Berg, or Beth Nelson.

Art in a Box
The fifth annual Art in a Box group will be displaying their work in the Pilgrim Church Schuessler Fireside 
Room, Friday, February 22 from 6-9 pm and Saturday, February 23 from 10 am to 1 pm.

Art in a Box is a group of women in the community who enjoy art and the challenge of enhancing another 
person's artistic vision.  Artists who are not comfortable letting someone else interpret their art would not 
do well in the group.  Once you come up with the concept and pass it on to the next artist you are at their 
mercy.  For example, a serious concept can become funny, poignant or wacky. 

This year the group took their name literally and created art out of boxes.  Each of the seven members 
created or found a box and selected a theme.  Each month their box was passed to another member of the 
group who enhanced the box using a multitude of media.
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On view will be 7 boxes with interesting results.  This group has been   creating "round robin" art projects 
since 2003.  Stop in for a little    something to eat and chat with the artists.  All are welcome.  If  you have 
a question about our project, contact Margaret Olson.

Updated Pilgrim Website finally launches
You may have read last month that Pilgrim's website was updated.     Unfortunately, technical issues pro-
hibited publishing until early         January.  Please visit http://www.pilgrimstpaul.org and see what you 
think!   Our intent was to refresh the site's aesthetics and simplify      navigation as well as more clearly 
communicate Pilgrim's mission and ministry.  Send us a note if you see any errors or think something 
needs to be added.   We can also use more pictures!   The previous site had many outdated or black-and-
white pictures, so feel free to share any that you think would help tell Pilgrim's story.   Looking forward to 
your feedback,  Pete Newburg - webmaster.  (webmaster@pilgrimstpaul.org)

Loaves and Fishes
Pilgrim will serve the next Loaves and Fishes meal Thursday, February 14 at 5:30 
pm.

Loaves and Fishes is an ongoing mission of Pilgrim.  We volunteer at the Faith Lu-
theran site located at the intersection of Charles and MacKubin in the Frogtown area of Saint Paul on the 
second Thursdays of the even months.    There is no income requirement to dine at a Loaves and Fishes 
site.  All are welcome.
Pilgrim volunteers are needed for 3 shifts: 
�” 3:30 – 5:00 pm    Food Preparation
�” 5:00 – 6:30 pm    Food Service
�” 6:00 – 7:00 pm    Clean up     

Please sign up on the clipboard located in the narthex or contact         Margaret Olson, procurement offi-
cer. 

Pilgrim DayHikers
Come join the DayHikers on Sunday, February 17th for a skating party at Centennial Lakes in Bloom-
ington.  Meet at church at 1:30 pm to     carpool.  There are skates to rent at the park if you do not have 
your own. There is a nice warming house to sit in if you just want to watch the     action outside.  After 
skating we will stop for pizza at a place yet to be decided.

Our next new member process
Sunday, Feb. 10, after 11 am worship – Lutheran Christian Intro and 

Review  (Pick up a copy of Martin Marty’s Lutheran Questions, 
Lutheran Answers in the Fireside Room, as preparation for this 
session.)  Lunch will be provided.

Sunday, Feb. 17, after 11 am worship – Orientation to Pilgrim; lunch  
      will be provided.
Sunday, Mar. 2, at both services – new members are received
Sunday, Mar. 2, 7 pm – New member social gathering for dessert, 

with church leaders, in the home of Pilgrim members Sara and Greg 
      Mergens.

The 2008 Salt Shaker Meals 
Great Fun and Fellowship 

If you signed up to participate in the Salt Shaker Meals this year, you should have already 
received the packet of information in the mail listing the groups for each meal, food 
assignments and list of participants.  Your hosts will be contacting you soon about possible 
dates to get together.  Remember, if you aren’t able to attend the meal when scheduled, please 

find your own replacement so the group is complete.  If you have questions, contact Jane Fasteen at 651-
690-9447 or jjfasteen@black-hole.com.  



The Pilgrim, February 2008                                                             - 12 -

February Mission of the Month
ELCA World Hunger

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s (ELCA) commitment to supporting people who live with 
chronic hunger and poverty around the corner and around the world is carried out by ELCA World Hun-
ger through relief, development, education, and advocacy.

Beyond Pilgrim
Greening Your Congregation:

“It’s Not Easy Being Green…But I Know It’s What God Wants Me to Be.”  (with thanks to 
Kermit)

Each year, our Saint Paul Area Synod of the ELCA offers a workshop to address the nuts and bolts of lead-
ership in congregations, called “Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders.”  This year, Pilgrim will be repre-
sented in two workshops.  Our Caring for Creation group was asked to present a workshop on “Greening 
Your Congregation.”  And Pastor Tomer will reprise her earlier role in being a part of the team that intro-
duced congregations to our new ELCA worship book.
The green workshop is titled, “It’s Not Easy Being Green…But I know It’s What God Wants Me to Be.” 
(with thanks to Kermit )  Members of the Caring for Creation group at Pilgrim will be joined by guests 
from local and regional earth stewardship organizations to share ideas for greening congregations and will 
discuss their own experiences as they have worked to become better stewards of the earth.  We are proud 
of our great Pilgrims Caring for Creation group and their recognition as leaders in our synod!
The Tool Kit event takes place on Saturday, March 1, 9 am – 2:30 pm at St. Mark’s Lutheran in North St. 
Paul.  All are invited. To sign up, go to the synod website, www.spas-elca.org.

Precinct Caucuses
Precinct Caucuses are Feb. 5  - that’s the first Tuesday of the month, and since some Pilgrim committees 
have met on that night, the vestry        decided to ask that no Pilgrim meetings be scheduled for that night.  
They have asked that committees that are meeting in February try to choose the 3rd Tuesday of February 
instead – Feb. 19 – as a way of      supporting Pilgrims in attending your precinct caucuses on Feb. 5.


